
Housing Committee
Town of Pelham, MA

Meeting Minutes: March L9,2A19

Committee Members in Attendancer
Tilrnan Lukas
Gail Kenny
Amy Spalding-Fecher
Barbara CooPer
Ruth Elcan

fim LumleY

APPROVED

Absent:

Guests in Attendance: None
None.
Action Items

o Meetingwas called to order at4:.37 p'm'
e Next.*g.rlr. meeting will be schedule on a date to be determined. Location will be

History Room at the Pelham Library building.
r Additions to the agenda: Feedback on Select Board Roundtable meeting

Votes Taken
Minutes of |anuary 1 reviewed. Motion to acceptr Ruth Elcan, seconded by Barbara Cooper

Minutes of February 5 reviewed. Motion to accept: Ruth Elcan, seconded by Gail Kenny

Minutes of February 13 reviewed. Motion to accept: Ruth Elcan, seconded by Amy Spaulding-

Fetcher.

Committee Discussion ToPics
Tilman discussed meeting he attended at )udy Eiseman's house with Kristen DeBoer, Executive

Director of the Kestrel Trust, on February 13tt.'. Topic was possible fundraising for the HRD

Press property and for acquisition of B Amherst Road. General feeling was that Pelham
residents approved the Community Preservation Act (CPAJ so that funds would be available
and additional fundraising would not be necessary. Kristen asked about the possibility of a

conservation easement along Amethyst Brook on the 8 Amherst Road property, Tilman said

that conservation easements along the brook were previously informally discussed for HRD

Press and that B Amherst Road could be considered.

Gail Kenny and Tilman met with property owner Sarah Rankin on February 15,2A79. They
updated Sarah on steps the Housing Committee has taken to obtain funds to purchase B

Amherst Road. Gail, Tilman, and Sarah agreed that acquisition price for the property will be

based on getting a fair and independent appraisal. Sarah is still very committed to sell the
property. Since we cannot determine a purchase price at this time, getting a Purchase and Sale

Agreement would be nice but may not be enforceable'
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B Amherst Road has a number of issues that need to be explored, including possible

environmental contamination in the existing car garage' t*ittittg cellar hole' and cost for

appraisal of the property. A conservation eisement might be granted or sold' depending on

other acquisition .ortr. Committee members asked as to who would hold the easement and

whatwerethebenefitslliabilitiesofaneasementwhenthe200ft.riparianzonealready
protectstheriver.RuthElcanaskedifitwaspossibletoalsogetaneasementonthetrailer
park nearby to extend possible easements atong the river for public use' Tilman explained

some of the benefits of ,, "rr"*ent 
but suggesled that interested members of the committee

attend the conservation commission *""tit g on March 28 and ask thOSe questions'

Tilman stated that he would be attending the pelham Historical commission meeting after this

meeting to ask fortheir support to demo'.iish the HRD Press building' The Massachusetts

Historical commission has requested a formal opinion from the pelham Historical commission'

Amy Spaulding-Fecher represented the Housing Committee at the Select Board Round Table

meeting on March 5. Round Table participants suggested that future construction in town be

,,zero-net energy". Housing Committee diicussed whether the HRD Press could meet that

standard and how do those costs impact ability to get funding. Tilman mentioned that the

Commonwealth has limits and if you exceed them the project is not competitive for funding'

Select Board member Karen Riberio contacted Tilman regarding a program to pursue

abandoned buildings/foreclosure properties that might be used for affordable housing. Ms.

Riberio will look into availability of properties and get back to the Committee.

Tilman suggested that the Committee should look into the Housing Choice Initiative Small

Town Capitat Grant Program. Funds may be available to assist in our efforts to create

affordable housing. Committee will look into program guidelines and obiectives'

Gail Kenny suggested that we discuss next steps for getting ready for the May Town Meeting'

Barbara Cooper offered to look into getting appraisal services with possible reduced fee.

Meeting adjourned at 6:05 p.m.

Agenda Proposed for April 2,?OLg Housing Cornmittee Meeting:

Respectfully Submitted,
Tilman Lukas

o Review and approval of minutes of March 19, ZAL9
o Status of First Time Homebuyer Program
r Update on B Amherst Road conservation restrictions
. Update on historic status of 22 Amherst Road
. Preparation for Annual Town meeting
o Discuss potential future affordable housing building sites


