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ON THE BALLOT: 

 

BOARD OF  

ASSESSORS 

One 3-year term 

 

AUDITOR 

One 1-year term 

 

CEMETERY  

COMMISSION 

One 3-year term 

Norman L. Page, incumbent 

 

BOARD OF HEALTH 

One 3-year term 

 

 

 

LIBRARY TRUSTEES 

Two 3-year terms 

Gillian Duda, incumbent 

 

MODERATOR 

One 1-year term 

 

PLANNING BOARD 

One 5-year term 

 

SCHOOL  

COMMITTEE 

One 2-year term 

Two 3-year terms 

Ron Mannino, incumbent 

 

 

BOARD OF  

SELECTMEN 

One 2-year term 

David Shanabrook 

One 3-year term 

Tara Loomis 
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THE PELHAM SLATE 

UPCOMING 
DATES: 

 

Annual Town  
Meeting 

June 27 
 

Annual Town 
Election 

June 30 
 

RECYCLING 
July 11 

 

LAST DAY 
FOR  

RECYCLING 
PROGRAM 

August 1 
 

Outside photo: 
Bartlett Fishrod  

Factory Dam  
By Joseph Larson 

COME VOTE ON IMPORTANT ISSUES. 

Don’t miss the opportunity to make decisions that affect your community. 

*Last spring 120 out of about 1300 residents attended. 

• The Annual Town Meeting warrant is enclosed for your review. 

• Board of Health message on warrant about SAFER Town Meeting 

• Begins at 9:00am under a tent on the Pelham Elementary School Field  

• Parking in the School parking lot and at the Library  

• Handicap accessible bathrooms will be available 

• Chairs will be spaced apart between households 

• Please wear a mask to protect yourself and others 

ANNUAL TOWN MEETING: SATURDAY JUNE 27, 2020 

ANNUAL TOWN ELECTION: TUESDAY JUNE 30, 2020 

 www.townofpelham.org Inside:    

CHOOSE WHO REPRESENTS YOU AND YOUR TOWN! 

Save the date.  Vote!   
11:00am-7:00pm in Ramsdell Room at the Pelham Library, 2 South Val-

Tuesday, September 1, 2020  
State Primary:  
Polls open from 7am – 8pm. 

Tuesday, November 3, 2020  
State and Federal Election:  
Polls open from 7am – 8pm.  

UPCOMING ELETIONS WITH EARLY VOTING: 



SPRING EDITION 2020, PAGE 2 The Pelham Slate  

RECYCLING  NEWS 

IMPORTANT CHANGES TO THE  

RECYCLING PROGRAM  
  

For many years Pelham has provided residents a free monthly recycling service to 
dispose of their cardboard, glass, cans, and bottles at the Pelham Elementary 

School. USA Waste & Recycling has been collecting those recyclables from the monthly pro-

gram since January 2020. As you may have heard the recycling market is changing and growing 

significantly more expensive. The Select Board has regretebly decided that Pelham’s monthly re-

cycling service will be discontinued after August 1, 2020 due to budgeting constraints and the 

decrease in State revenue as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

  

The last two Saturday recycling days will be July 11, 2020 and August 1, 2020. Large 

roll off collection bins will be located in the School parking lot on the above-mentioned days 

from 9am-12pm. The collection bins are single stream containers which means all recyclable  

materials can be deposited into the same bin; cardboard, glass, plastic, & cans.  

 

A list of acceptable recyclables: 

 PAPER 
 newspaper, magazines, catalogs, white paper, cereal type boxes, corrugated cardboard, junk mail, & 
 brown paper bags  

  CONTAINERS-no plastic bags and please wash out all containers thoroughly 
glass bottles, metal & aluminum cans, foil, plastics #1-#6, wax-coated juice / milk cartons, & drink boxes 

  

ALTERNATIVE RECYCLING OPTIONS FOR PELHAM RESIDENTS 

  

Curbside: USA Waste & Recycling which already serves Pelham will continue offering curbside 

trash & recycling pickup. A separate trash and recycling cart will be provided with service. The 

recycling carts used are single stream and accepts all recyclable materials. Please only put clean, 

acceptable items in the cart. Standard collection frequency for recycling is every-other-week. For 

more information call (800) 998-2984 or by email, services@usarecycle.com 

  

Local Facility: The Town of Amherst Transfer Station allows residents of Pelham, Amherst, 

and Shutesbury to use their facility to drop off recycling and waste. Annual sticker costs $100 

with the new year beginning on July 1, 2020. Other services include compost drop off, Styrofoam 

collection, take it or leave it shed, book shed, etc. The transfer station is open Tuesday,  

Thursday, and Saturdays every week. For more information contact the Amherst Transfer Sta-

tion (413) 259-3049. 
 

 

 

A MESSAGE FROM THE TAX COLLECTOR 

 Pay fourth quarter taxes by June 29, 2020 to avoid late charges 

and demand fees. 

 First quarter taxes are due August 1, 2020.  

 If you have any questions please call (413) 253-2267. 



With the help of all your town officials and the Pioneer Valley Plan-

ning Commission, the Planning Board has completed a months long 

effort to provide a comprehensive guide to the permitting process in 

Pelham.   
The project, originally conceived on a smaller scale to help with understanding the new 

Village Center bylaw, evolved into a document that we hope will give anyone seeking to create a business, 
make a change in the use of land or property, or just put on a deck, a how-to manual providing support.   

 
Many of our town’s bylaws, both zoning and non-zoning, require permits from various officials to 
proceed legally with their plans.  New residents, business owners, developers and contractors —anyone 

in need of information about land use or other regulated uses will now be able to go on-line as a first step to 
finding the right contact people or department for their projects.  We expect the guide to be up and running 

by the time you read this! 
 

Planning Board Members:  Lexi Dewey, Leslie Laurie, Linda Spink, Pete Wilson, Judy Eiseman, Chair 

PLANNING BOARD: NEW PERMITTING GUIDE 
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HOUSING COMMITTEE REPORT ON PROGRESS 

Progress has been made on all three of the 

Housing Committee projects to create 

affordable homes in Pelham that we de-

scribed in the winter Slate.   

 

1)  Using one of our two First Time  

Homeowner grants for closing cost assistance, a 

new family has been able to buy a home in Pelham. 

 

2)  The professional soil survey of 8 Amherst 

Road has been completed, and no evidence of 

toxic contamination was found.  This is the 

property where eventually a Habitat House (or pos-

sibly two) will be built.   

 

3)  The Committee’s biggest project is sponsoring 

creation of 34 affordable, one-, two-, and 

three-bedroom apartments at 18-22 Am-

herst Road.  The property is located on the north 

side between the turn-offs to Harkness Road and 

South Valley Road.  If you drive by it, you’ll see a big 

white house (known as “the Petersen house”) close 

to the road and to the east but barely visible down 

the slope the former Bartlett Fly Rod factory now 

known as the HRD Press building.  The new build-

ings will become Amethyst Brook Apartments. 

Many steps will be taken to secure permits and 

funding before construction can begin, but two im-

portant steps have been taken this winter: 

First, the Community Economic Development    

Assistance Corp. of Boston has committed to loan-

ing $200,000 in pre-development financing to Home 

City Development, Inc., the non-profit company 

that has bought the 18-22 Amherst Road properties 

and will build Amethyst Brook Apartments. (You 

may have seen the headline and article about this in 

the Gazette.) 

 

Second, representatives from the Massachusetts 

Department of Housing and Community Develop-

ment (DHCD), potentially a major funder, made a 

site visit to determine if the property is suitable for 

a state-subsidized project.  Members of the Housing 

Committee, the Planning Board, and the develop-

ment company, as well as neighbors of the project 

attended, explored the property, asked questions, 

and gave their opinions. 

We now await the DHCD decision on the site’s 

suitability.  During a 30-day time period, Pelham 

committees and boards are submitting their 

thoughts about the project to the DHCD.    

 

The Housing Committee  

appreciates all the support it 

has received so far from many 

community members and 

boards.  Attend and contribute 

to the discussion!  
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The Pelham Cultural Council is pleased to announce that its most recent funding cycle resulted in 

22 proposal submissions, of which 16 were selected to receive support from the Council's 2020 state allocation of 

$4,800 plus other available funds.  Grants awarded ranged from $100 for an organization that educates and inspires 

around racial justice issues to to $880 in support of the Pelham Library's Summer Reading Program.   

For a full list of 2020 grant recipients, visit https://www.townofpelham.org/cultural-council.   
 

In anticipation of next year's funding cycle (deadline October 15), the Council encourages town residents and 

organizations to begin thinking now about submitting applications for consideration.  Proposals  for 

workshops, classes, lectures, performances, films, exhibitions, public art projects--anything that engages the residents 

of our town around art, culture, and ideas--are most welcome!  The Council will also be continuing to survey resi-

dents to gauge their interest in particular types of programming and to help direct future funding decisions.   
 

The Pelham Cultural Council is part of a network of 329 Local Cultural Councils serving all 351 cities and 

towns in the Commonwealth. The state legislature provides an annual ap-

propriation to the Massachusetts Cultural Council, a state agency, which 

then allocates funds to each community.  

For more information about submitting a proposal to the Pelham Cultural 

Council, or to learn more about serving as a member of the Cultural Coun-

cil, contact Council Chair Nora Maroulis at nora@wunderarts.com. 
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The moment has arrived! After three years of study, grant writing, and consultation 

with boards, and committees, the Town of Pelham is now ready to replace the exist-

ing HVAC system in the Library and Safety Complex with a highly-efficient air-source 

heat-pump. This project will save money, energy and pollution once its complete. 

 

THE NEW HVAC SYSTEM 

The geeky name for this new system is a VRF, or variable refrigerant flow system. Because Pelham 

town leaders, the Select Board, Finance Committee and Town Superintendent, elected to keep 

the existing oil system as a back-up, there will be no interruption in service. As a further benefit, 

Pelham is also able to keep the existing (and never-yet-used) backup-generator. Once installed, 

the new system will cost less to operate than the old heating and cooling systems, by providing 

highly efficient heating and cooling. Specifically, the new system will cut building energy costs by 

20%, carbon pollution by 40% and energy consumption by 50%. 

Moving ahead with the project, your Energy Committee and MVP Task Force  

secured grants to finance the replacement system for the aging HVAC; Green Communities 

grant worth $170,000, the most recent MVP award of $273,568. The town is also in discussions with the state to see if more 

funding might be available. Previous Town Meeting appropriations will, most-likely, cover state matching fund requirements. 

Unfortunately, the coronavirus had slowed down progress on implementation of the project. Final, bid-ready designs are com-

plete. As soon as it is possible, the town plans to go out to bid to get hard numbers for costs from which we will be able plan a 

path to complete the project. 

 

A MOMENT TO APPRECIATE VOLUNTEERS 

The Energy Committee would like to thank Stan Swiercz for his peerless leadership throughout this process, and for serving on 

the energy committee and its precursor from the very beginning both as member and later as chair. Stan and Library Trus-

tee Gayle Hubley are off on new adventures and both will be very much missed in our community. Please join us in thanking 

them both for wisdom and self-less service. We also thank Sahar Daoudi Nejm for bringing her keen mind and hard-working 

ethos to this work before a promotion made competing demands on her time. Finally, we also want to thank Alisa Pearson, 

whose enthusiasm for our work and appreciation of everybody’s efforts has spurred us on when things have gotten challenging. 

Most of all, we want to thank her for being an engine for different ways to think about a problem and thinking outside of the 

box. All of Stan’s, Sahar’s and Alisa’s contributions are what has gotten us as far as we have come.  

 

Looking ahead, because the VRF is an electric system, it is now possible to zero-out its carbon footprint, once solar can be in-
stalled. Do you know anyone interested in grant-writing, fundraising, or a donation for a solar canopy to power 

the School, Library, & Safety Complex campus? Please reach out to us! 
 

Sincerely, your Energy Committee Co-Chairs, John Larsen & Tony Rogers 

ENERGY COMMITTEE 

ART, HISTORY,  AND CULTURE: 2020 GRANT RECIPIENTS  

There is one  

VACANCY on the  

Energy Committee.  

No experience is  

necessary, all big-

hearted, hopeful  

people welcome.  

Our motto is, many 

hands make light 

work.  

Please join us!  

https://www.townofpelham.org/cultural-council
mailto:nora@wunderarts.com


 

PARTING WORDS FROM SELECTMAN KAREN WILLARD-RIBEIRO 
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REGISTER FOR KINDERGARTEN NOW!  
Children who will be five years old on or before September 1, 2020 are eligible to enroll in kindergarten for the 

fall.  There are no exceptions to this requirement.   
Required for Admission: Original birth certificate, proof of immunization, proof of residency in the district and 

a current physical examination.  The original birth certificate, proof of residency, and immunization record should 

be brought to registration.  If parents/guardians have questions, they are requested to direct their questions to the 

school office. 

 
PRESCHOOL AND SCHOOL CHOICE OPENINGS AVAILABLE! Contact the School office at        

(413)362-1100 or by email, http://pe.arps.org/ 

 

New Principal Appointed! 

Leigh Whiting-Jones was appointed to the position of Principal for Pelham Elementary School  

beginning July 1, 2020.  Ms. Whiting-Jones currently serves as Assistant Principal at Blanchard  

Memorial School in the Acton-Boxborough Regional School District. Welcome to the  

community Ms. Whiting-Jones. 

 

Thank you Lisa Desjarlais for leading the Pelham Elementary community  

for the last ten years. Good luck to you. 

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL NEWS 

Did you know that the Town of Pelham can share information electronically? 
Visit  www.townofpelham.org click on the tab on the right side of the home page or perform a search on Sub-

scribe to E-Alerts. When the Subscribe page opens, enter your email address, choose which items you wish to 

receive, and finally click on Subscribe Me.  You will receive an email with information   related to your subscription 

choices when the information is posted to the town website. 

A small, largely volunteer run town like Pelham is the epitome of the phrase “many hands make light 

work.” We are fortunate to have a dedicated core group of volunteers leading the town boards and committees, 

carrying in their minds and hearts a great deal of institutional knowledge. Pelham is fortunate to have dozens of volun-

teers serving in myriad ways and I am truly grateful to have met so many of my neighbors serving this town, whom I 

otherwise would not have met had I not served on the select board for the past four years. 
 
I recently went on a walk with the former Select Board member who inspired my service to Pelham, 

Alisa Pearson, and shared with her an idea that I just might present to the MMA, the Massachusetts Municipal Associa-

tion. The “silly” idea is to somehow institute or inspire volunteer service as part of one’s residency in a town. If every-

one contributed in a small way, we might collectively be able to redevelop the instinct that may have existed genera-

tions ago, perhaps back when the Nipmuck and Pocumtuc peoples lived here for thousands of years. This idea of serv-

ing the collective has a seed planted in the task force known as Connect Pelham. If you have yet to see the wonderful 

video that Connect Pelham created with Municipal Vulnerability Preparedness funds, please do look it up on YouTube! 

That seed has the potential to germinate and be the fertile land upon which all residents of Pelham can plant their re-

spective “silly” ideas. 
 
Well I am completing my service before seeing two exciting projects—the new energy efficient VRF system at the 

community center and the Amethyst Brook Apartments—all the way through, but I know they are in exceptionally 

competent hands. I also know and hope that many more exciting projects will continue to come to Pelham. 
 
I wish the new members of the select board great joy in their service to the town. I am happy to be a re-

source and am confident you will appreciate the treasure you have in Bob Agoglia. I will offer a little piece of outgoing 

advice: you may not want to choose Yahoo for your email account! 
       

 Sincerely yours,  

http://pe.arps.org/


 

Hello from the Pelham Library! Wow, what a lot of changes in the world in a few short months! It’s sad and it’s 

hard, but we’re adapting. After being completely closed for two whole months, we’re now venturing into the world of  
contactless curbside pick-up. Although you can’t browse our stacks, you can browse our catalog and make requests. 

Even if it’s a vague one (I’d love to check out 5 picture books about hedgehogs) we’ll do our best to accommodate.  
 

Here’s how it works:  
Check the online catalog for materials availability at pelham.masscat.org and call (413-253-1601) or email 

(library.pelham@gmail.com) to make your request. We’ll contact you to arrange a pick-up time. Some items, such as 

soft toys, will not be available for checkout. 

Pickup hours are currently a reduced version of our regular hours: 

 Monday, Tuesday, Thursday: 3:30 - 6:30 p.m. 

  Wednesday: 2:00 - 6:30 p.m. 

   Friday: 10:30 - 11:30 a.m. 

    Saturday: 10:30 a.m. -1:30 p.m. 

Notes: 
ILL services have been suspended so interlibrary loan options are not available at this 

time. 
Please return only books you borrowed from the Pelham Library, to the Pelham Library.  Interlibrary delivery has 

been temporarily suspended. 
Please wear a mask and practice social distancing when picking up your materials. Staff will have sanitized their 

hands and will wear masks when processing your materials. All returns will be quarantined before being checked in. 
 

We’ve also expanded our online offerings since we can’t be open to serve you in person. In addition to Kanopy 

(movies, Great Courses, kids’ content and more) and Overdrive (ebooks and e-audiobooks) we’ve added AcornTV, 

featuring unlimited viewing of the best of British television. For more information visit our website,  

www.pelham-library.org. If you need your account number or help getting set up just call or email us. 
 

Please know that our WIFI is always on and reaches out to the parking lot. If you need WIFI just come and visit 24 

hours/day and connect to the PelhamLibraryPublic network, no password needed. 
 

Our monthly book group has moved online, and we’ll have an online summer reading program this year, too. For 

details and updates, as well as links to tons of wonderful online content, make a habit of visiting our Facebook page, 

https://www.facebook.com/PelhamLibraryMA/. 

Although we’re closed, we’ve begun to get new materials again and will post lists of new titles once/week. Meanwhile, 

life outside the library goes on. Our gardens are looking lovely thanks to Lexi Dewey. Our bulbs bloomed and the 

world is beautiful, just a bit sadder and quieter right now. We’re here to help as best we can. We’ve recently bid a 

fond farewell to Ruthie Sterling, who left for a full time position as head of teen services at the Belchertown Library. 

She’ll be missed, especially by the Pelham teens, but we wish her the best of luck in her new position and we’ll cele-

brate her time here in person when it’s safe again and the world reopens. 

We’re doing our best to roll with the changes, but we’re open to suggestions, too. Is there something you’d like to 

see us doing? Virtual programming you’d enjoy? Resources you’d like us to help connect you with? Services we can 

provide while we’re closed to the public? Let us know. We’re here to help and we miss you! 

Jodi Levine, Director 

WHAT’S NEW AT THE LIBRARY 
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IMPORTANT MESSAGE ABOUT THE HISTORICAL COMPLEX 

The museum will not be opening on June 7, 2020 as planned. 

Stay tuned to our website, www.pelhamhistory,org for updates. 

mailto:library.pelham@gmail.com
http://www.pelham-library.org
https://www.facebook.com/PelhamLibraryMA/
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Town Office 
Schedules  

& 
Contact    

Information 
 

Assessor’s  
Office, 

Lori Turati 
(413) 253-0734 

Hours tbd 
 

Collector/
Treasurer 

June Massee 
(413) 253-2267 

Mon-Thurs 
8am-4pm 

 
Selectboard 

Office 
Administrative  

Assistant  
Susannah Carey 
(413) 253-7129 

Mon-Thurs 
9am-3pm 

 
Town Clerk 
Kathy Martell 

(413) 253-0512 
Mon, Wed, Fri 

10:30am-
1:30pm 

 

 REGULAR MEETINGS 
 

Assessors, Board of 

3rd Tuesday  

7:30 PM 

Rhodes Building,  

351 Amherst Rd 
 

Cemetery Commission 

2nd Tuesday  

7:30 PM 

Library, 2 South Valley Rd 
 

Conservation Commission 

2nd and last Thursdays  

7:00 PM 

Rhodes Building,  

351 Amherst Rd 
 

Community Preservation   

Committee 

3rd Thursdays  

7:00 PM 

Library, 2 South Valley Rd 
 

Council on Aging 

2nd Wednesday  

3:00 PM 

Library, 2 South Valley Rd 
 

Energy Committee 

1st Tuesdays & as needed  

7:30 PM 

Library, 2 South Valley Rd 

Health, Board of 

2nd Tuesday 7:00 PM 

Rhodes Building,  

351 Amherst Rd 
 

Historical Commission 

3rd Tuesdays  

7:30 PM 

Library, 2 South Valley Rd 
 

Housing Committee 

1st Tuesday   

4:30 PM 

Library, 2 South Valley Rd 
 

Library Trustees 

3rd Wednesdays  

7:30 PM 

Library, 2 South Valley Rd 
 

Planning Board 

2nd Mondays  

7:00 PM 

Rhodes Building & Library 
 

School Committee 

1st Thursday  

6:00 PM 

Library, 2 South Valley Rd 
 

Selectmen, Board of 

1st and 3rd Wednesdays  

6:00PM 

Rhodes Building,  

351 Amherst Rd 

Please note that these are 

only anticipated meeting 

times and locations:  
By law, definitive meeting          

information is posted 48 

hours in advance on   
Townofpelham.org  

 

Public Bodies that 

meet AS NEEDED: 
• Cable Committee 

• Capital Planning  

       Committee 
• Community Garden 

Committee 
• Community Hall 

Committee 

• Community Hall  

       Accessibility  

       Committee 

• Cultural Council 

• Finance Committee 

• IT Committee 

• Regional School   

       District Planning  

       Committee 

• Zoning Board of  

      Appeals 

 

MEETING SCHEDULES
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STAY  INFORMED! 
 

 

 

Go to Townofpeham.org and click on 

the CodeRed icon to be notified by your 

local emergency response team in the 

event of emergency situations or critical 

community alerts.  

You can also sign up online at  

pelhampolicema.com. 

 

Contact  
Information 

 
 

State Representative, Mindy Domb 

(413) 461-2060  

DISTRICT OFFICE 

(617) 722-2400  

STATE HOUSE 

MINDY.DOMB@ 

MAHOUSE.GOV 
 

 

State Senator,  Jo Comerford 

(617) 722-1532 STATE HOUSE 

COMERFORD@ 

MASENATE.GOV 

http://www.pelhampolicema.com/


 

 

 

Business Tagline or Motto 

 

 

 

Town of Pelham 
Rhodes Building  

351 Amherst Road 
Pelham, MA 01002 
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